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Neither do 1 deſire any man ſhould be further ja ub 
Des to me, then all of us may be ſer fo _ 


SECT. Ll m 


3 Lthough fraile nature below Heaven: 9.1 
ly grace above, and the common on 
\Fg- floar'of alt: things round abour.me, 
3 Crthe lively Emblems of Morality.) 
5 ſummoned me to dye daylyy themi- 
| "-fery- of- hte time giving leifore c- 
1 ley theit injuſtice allowing qccafion:morethen 
enough, to thoſe Contemplations of: Mortality, 
which arenever comme becauſe this is _— 


(2) 
uncertain: © Death being an Eclipſe which often 
6 h as well in aclear, as in a cloudy day, 

Although the common burden of Mortality, thar 
lycth upon me as a man z theclear apprehenfions of 
another world, that I am indued with as a Chriſtian , 
and the ſerious obſervation of the ſucceſſive Revoly- 
tions of nature, that I am capable of as an inhabitant 
of the world, have put me moſt ofthe dayes of my ap- 
pointed time to wait when my change ſhould come : when 
[ ſhould ſay, 7 ſhall not ſee the Lord, even the Lordin 
the land of the living , 1 ſhall behold man no more with 
the Inhabitants of the world: the keepers of the houſe 
*rrembling, the ſtrong men bowing themſelves, the 
& prinders ceafing, becauſe they are few, and thoſe 
© that look out at the Windows, being darkened : 
* this duſt of mine expected that it ſhould return to 
* the duſt from whence it came, arid this ſpirit of 
<* mine ſhould return to God that gave it: f was 
<« willing that God ſhould hide me in the Grave, and 
{© that he ſhould keep-me ſecret untill his wrath and 
<« our calamity was overpaſt.”” Although I was thus 
willing to retire to another world, while that dark- 
nefle coyered the face of this. ; 

Yet when by a wonderfull Revolution of Provi- 
dence, managed by nothing leſſe-then an Omnip0- 
rence, that perplexed Chaos of affairs, and comfuled 
heap, was admirably diſpoſed to a [weet order and 
beauty, and a new frame of another world, vi7. a 
new Heayen, and a new Earth, wherein dwelleth 
Righteouſneſſe : I was in a ſtrait betwixtewo, has 
ving adefireto depart, and to be with Chriſt, which 
is far better s- nevertheleſſe-to abide in the fleſh I 
thought might be more needfull for the _— 
whole 
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whoſe ſad breaches I hoped ſhould now be carefully 
repaired, whoſe ſacred order, |peace, honour, unity, 
and happineſle, I hoped ſhould now be recovered to 
a glory becoming ſo antient, ſo holy, ſo true, ſo ye- 
nerable, ſo divine a Religion as ours, in its nature, 
author, end, center and circumference z ſo one; ſo dee 
ſerving to be moſt united, and uniform in the Catho- 
lick truth, which is according to holineſle, juſtice, 
order and charity, after the Primitive pattern, and 
conſtant praQice of all rrue Churches, Preachers, 
and Profeſſors, faunded upon Verity, fortified with 
Charity, edrfied in Unity, Reverend for Antiquity,per- 
manent in their Conſtancy, according tothe _ 
lar Conſtitutions of every Church, which ſtill kept 
the great and Catholick Communion asto the:main, 
every Chriſtian Catechumene, Penitent, Communicant, 
Deacon , and Presbyter , keeping the peculiar place 
wherein God, Nature , and the Church hath ſer 
them z every Member keeping to its C ion, 
every Congregation to their lawfall Miniſter ſet 
oyer them, to watch ever their Souls, every Miniſter 
ro his own Biſhop,obeying them that have the rule over 
them, and ſubmitting themſelves , every Biſhopto his 
Metropolitan , upon whom -# the care of all the 
Churgþts, and the Metropolitan to his Soveraign, as 
Supreme. and he ts God, over all bleſſed for ever, 

The Faith delivered to the Saints I thought mighe 
have been ſolemnly eſtabliſhed, the worſhip in ſpirit 
and truth decent and inorder legally ſertled ; rhe Pri- 
mitive Diſcipline orderly reſtored, and our antient 
Church recovered te that beauty, order, glory, and 
majeſty, for which it was ſpoken of throughout the 
Reformed world, that __ to behold our Faith 
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und Order;' and therefore I was contented , if it 
food with the good pleaſure and will of God, to 
be- abſent 2a, while from that Church , which 
«© Chriſt preſented 'to himſelf, that glorious Church, 
« not: having-ſpot: or wrinkle, or any fuch. thing, 
(that ir- ſhould be holy, and without blcmiſh ) 
« that City of the living God, that Heavenly Fers- 
© {4/em, from an innumerable company of Angels, 
© from the gencrall Afembly and Church of the 
firſt botn, which arc written in. Heaven, ard from 
« God the Judge of all, and from the ſpirics of juſt 
© men made perf, which I well hoped to enjoy, 
_ © that #egws in? yi5, that Heaven upon Earth, the 
Church in- reſt and peace round about, with the 
beauty: of: holinefſe without, as well as all-glorious 
within in its Docrine Apoftolical, in its Govern- 
medit Primitive, in its Order Venerable, in its Mem- 
bers Holy and Devour, in its Worſhip Heavenly, in 
its Laws Exa@ and Prudent, which preſerved every 
Chriſtian, every Family, every City, every Couns 
try, ;ey&y Province, not only in a Church way, 
Communion, and Correſpondence, as to their parti- 
cular bounds, and nearer Relations in every Pariſh, 
Congregation, City, or Country, but as to that ge- 
nerall bond of charity, that Catholick unity of an 
univerſal ſpirit in a bond of peace, which binds all 
Chriſtians in one fellowſhip, of one body, whoſe 
head is Chriſt, ro whom every true believer, and vyi- 
{ible profeſſor in the whole Latitude of the Church, 
being by the word. of God, and ſpirit of Chriſt fitly 
joyned together, and compacted by that which evc- 
ry joynt ſypplieth, according to the effeQual work- 
..I0g in the meaſure of every part, doth both _ 
an 
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and increaſe it ſelf ad others in truth and loye: 

1. Inſtead of the immediate preſence of God, 
( whom bleſſed are the eyes who ice ) which I hope 
to enjoy with theſe eyes face to face : One thing have I 
deſired of the Lord, that will I ſeek after, that I may dwell 


inthe houſe of the Lord all the dayes of my life, 0 behold 


the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in bis temple z for 
I have loved the habitation of his houſe, and the 
place where his honour dwelleth, ever fince I have 
gone with the mulcitude, ever fince I have gone with 
them into the houſe of God, with the voyce of joy 
and praiſe, with a multitude that kept Holy day. : 


How amiable are thy Tabernacles, O Lord God of 
Hoſts | my ſoul longeth, yea even fainteth for the Courts . 


of the Lord, my heart and my fleſh cryeth out for the li. 
ving God, bleſſed are they that awell in thine houſe, for 
they will be Fill praiſing thee. | 
2. Inſtead of that perfeRion of Soul, Nature, Fa- 
culty, Gifts and Graces which I hope for, I am con- 
rented to ſtay here a while, growing in grace, and in 
the knowledge of God, perfeRing holineſle in the 
fear ofthe Lord, and withall in my place to contri- 
bute rowards the work of the Miniſtry,and the edify- 
ing of the body of Chriſt,till we all come in the uni- 
ty of the Faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of 
God, unto a perfeRt .man, unto the meaſure of the 
ſtature of the fullneſſe of Chriſt, by promoting a 
powerfull Preaching, by ereQing a ſevere Diſcipline, 
by exerciſing an impartiall Authority, by ſhewing 
an exemplary Converſation, in order to the reſtoring 
of that purity, decency, orger, and Uniformity -of 
Chriſtian Religion , which becomes the. wiſedom 
and honour ofthis Nation, by the exacteft Confor. 
B 3 mity 


(6) 
mity with the Catholick Church, in its pureſt and 
Primitive Conſtitution, a happinefſe to be cffeRed 
and enjoyed by the pious Councils, devout Prayers, 
| potent Preaching, and Learned Writings of good. 

and == men, _ . - mn —_— by all 
people, :ſupported by all Princes, according to all 
right reaſon, all due order, all politick mer all 
Scripturall patterns and Divine prefidents, befides 
the Laws and antievt Cuſtoms of this Church and 
State, which had allwaies a due regard to the great- 
neſſe of their Learning, the ſoundneſs of their Judge- 
ment, the gravity of their Ages, the ſanRiity of their 
Lives, and the dignity of their Calling. 
3+ Inſtead of the excellent ſociety of Saints and 
Angells, which I hoped forin Heaven: I was con- 
tent to be with the Excellent that are in the Earth, 
who content themſclycs with that plain and priſtine 
holyneſle, which is taught inthe Scripture, depoſited 
inthe Church, preſerved by an holy Miniſtry, ex- 
. preſſed in Chriſtian lives ; Moſt eminemly mani- 
teſted in Jcſus Chriſt : and his Apoſtles, the great 
and: famous teachers and examples of holy truth, 
holy duties, holy Sacraments, holy Orders, and ho- 
ly Miniſtry in the Church to this time: that holi- 
neſlc mom we obey the command, embrace the 
- eruth, fear the threatnings, obſerve the dutics, pre- 
ſerye the Inſticutions, continue the Orders, reverence 
| the Embaſſadours, joy in the Graces, hope inthe 
romiſes;ard in all things are conformable to Chriſt 
by his bleſſed Spirit, who'transforms us from glo 
to-glory:::I 'meanthoſe holy men, 1. that hear # 
word withtrembling, 2. that pray with underiZanding; 
conſtancy ,'fervency, reverence , and _—” ; 
| | 3. that 
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3. that receive the pledges of Gods love in Chriſt, 
trom the hands of Reverend men, called of God by 
the Church with care, preparednefle, and thankfull. 
neſſe. 4. thoſe holy men who love in ſincerity, pive 
with cheerfullneſle, rejoyce in well doing, ſuffer with 
patiepee, live by faith, a@ by charity : Andlive in or- 
der, contentedneſſe and humility, a communion of 
theſe Sainrs is part of the glory to be reycaled : O 
happy thoſe who enjoy the benefic of their compre- 
henfive abilities, their aftoniſhing accompliſhments, 
their powerfull diſcourſes, their obliging converſati- 
ons, their enflamed devotion, their exaQ piety, their 
remarkableintegrity, their innocent and large pru- 
dence, their fervent zeal, and their publick Spirit: O 
it is good for usto be here. 

4. Even the High-prayſes of God , which we 
hope ſhall be in our mouthes with Angels,and Arch- 
Angells.: We may enjoy in the Holy Church, 
which throughout allthe World doth acknowledge 
God with heavenly prayſes, they on Earth anſwer- 
ing one another as they in Heavens Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord Godof Sabbath : Not without thoſe Excellencies, 
to which the Ingenuous induſtry of Chriſtians, hath 
attained for ſinging, and the uſe of Muſick, Orall and 
Organicall, in conſort or ſolitary, whereby God is 
glorified both. in private and in publick, cither by the 
Skillfull or attentive Chriſtians, whoſe hearts are tur- 
ned and framed afrer Gods own heart ; who are by 
this Heavenly way, pleaſed into a Spirituall, Holy, 
Humble, and calm Frame of Spirit, and ſweet medi- 
tations, which arethe uſuall effets of good and grave 
Mufick on ſober and deyour ſoules, who in hearing, 
or reading, Pſalmes, Hymnes, and Spirituall Songs, 
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in which thedivine truth of the matter affects the en; 
lightned judgement, and the quizted Conſcience by 
a cloſe, pleaſant, and heavenly virtue, with the neer- 
eſt Conformity co the holy minds and Spirits of 
thoſe Sacred Writs, inſpired of God, for the Cam 
poſures of thoſe holy Plalmodies. | 

5 . Neither was it the leaſt recompence for the 
delay of that perfeR tate where Sin is quite remo- 
ved, Sorrow caſt away, Teares wiped from meng 
eyes, to hope forthat ſtate of the Church, wherein 
we might be keptregularly to mortifie the deeds of 
the body, where we might have learned to ſwallow 
u> our Sorrow, with the graces of Patience and Joy, 
our Fears with a Bleſſed Hope, our wants with a 
foreſecing Faith, our ſhame with a conqueſt over the 
World, Ina word, enjoying by a gratious Gon- 
yerſe, a Heaven of happineſſe in this vale of miſery, 
and an Eternall life in this ſhadow of Death. 

6. Theſe and the like particulars, made up that 
happineſſe, in the hope whereof, I Aattered my elf, 
to ſome comfort in my few dayes full of trouble : 
The happineſſe that we ſhould all. have to rejoyce 
with Feruſalem, and be glad with her 5 All we that bo- 
ved her, and to rejoyce for joy with all we that mourned 
for her. 

A happineſſe we thought unqueſtionable, when 
our God who ſeemed to be atigry but for a moment 
returned toembrace us with everlaſting: kindneſſe; 
When 1. afliſted by his grace and bleſſing, 2. coun- 
tenanced with the preſence and authority of a gratt- 
ous Soveraign, 3. furniſhed with an Incompara- 
bly Pious, Prudent apd Learned Clergy, 4. be- 
triended by Perſons of true piety, honour, = pru- 

ence, 
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dence, who excelled in virtue; [5. provided for by 


juſt, equal, and exaR Laws : 6. ſupported with the 
effcRuall- fervent Prayer of 'devont Sons. The 
Charch in all probability was likely to recover her 
ancient life, vigour," beauty-and glory'; * 1./by the 
Spiricof God, allaying animofities, and ſofrning the 
hearrs ofmen to a peaceable and quiet frame - 2, by 
the Prudence of man reconciling intereſts, cloſing 
differences, and filling: up diſtances ;” 3. by ſevere 
Laws, rooting up thoſe principles”, "teſtraining and 
condemning thoſe practiſes that ruined us, thoſe 469+ 
minations that made deſolate : 4.. by that cheerfull ſub- 
miffion for Conſcience ſake, which all men promi- 
ſedto his cMajeſties Goyerament, -upoh his miracu*+ 
lous Reftauration, with'that Generall Applauſe and 
Joy ( whca the Providence and hand of God refto« 
od Him, whom they thonghtby the Providetice and 
Hand of God excluded |) what could we have afi- 
{wered the Mcſſengers of the Nations, bur-that rhe 
Lord hath founded $ion, andthat the poor of his Peg+ 
ple ſhould eraſt cherein ? | 2s 


SECT.-1L:::. 


TY Ut chat we may be ſatisfied ( as nature informes, 
Freaſon diates, andour Faith inftruts us ) inthe 


yYanity and vexation of Spiric, that is written upon 


' Ullthings under the Snngz That there is that diſpro- 
portion in the worth, that weaknefle; in the nature, 
thax uncertainty; in the being, thay, ſhortnefle-.in-the 
duratfoo, that deccitfullngſſe as ro all-exptRations 
from-all things under Heaycn, thar:make: them. un- 
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worthy of our hope, unfit for bur confidence; and 
below ourtruſt, being ſubjeR to an uncertainty be- 
low, anda Providenceabovye : And fo not capa» 
ble of giving that final Security, we may reſt ia 
both, becauſe they are weak, and becauſe they are 
mutable; that we may tearn not ont of weak grounds, 
and out of eo high conceitof thoſe mcans we ne to 
build our ſelves peremptory imaginations of future 
events, Clan a; The neglected, or 
miſplaced, may diſappoint, 1. Thenot timing ove 
placing our aions right. 2. The not accomoda- 
ting out meanes to the variety of occafions. 3. The 
milcarrying in one circumftance, 4. Having our 
minds to9- light. or voluble, or too fized and:con- 
Rant. 5;. Too large and wandering, too narrow and 
comontſied, 6 = aq and facile, or 6 
diffident and ſuſpicious. y. Too peremptory, reſo. 
lute, and haſty, too flow, anxious, and diſcourfive, 
$8.. Too witty and facetious, too ferious and moroſe: 
with any other emergencics; may endatper out 
endeavours and ſucceſſe, th#t wemay depend whol- 
ly upon God, with patience and humility. © Theſe 
© uncertainties are but further eflayes which God 
& would have us make of the worlds vanity, the 
*« more to fix us on himſelf, who never faileth us thar 
<« truſt in him: Gods providence commands us.to 
« retire from all ro himſelf, that in him we may en- 
*« joy our ſelves, which we loſe while we let ont 
«© our hopesto others ; though the reeds of «ep! 
CES CI —_ that —_— _ 
/Egypt c aneverlaſti 
3» That: we may learn that all people areſo ut- 
+ £ conſtant 


(1) 
conſtant in theie minds, ſo uncertain in their fancics- 
ſs ballanced with their intereſt, ſo mutablein their 
humour , ſo de upon the changeable things 
of this world, {o {[wayed by the private concern of 
ſome publick guides, that the life and ſoul of Go- 
vernment is that real power and reſolution, which 
is in the hand of one or more wiſe and potene, who 
arc allwaies intent to deſcrve well of the people, yet 
allwaies able to curbe and reprefſe their in{olency 
and inconſtancy ; its indeed a of wiſdome 
and true honour to deſerve well ofthe 
to gaintheir love, but the higheſt and ſafeſt principle T2 meg ac; 
of policy, is to command them by power tochat juſt {*e2 mis 6ne: 
fear, which is the ſurcſt ground of their love + No Thu, 
condition of Government ever plcaſcd all Subjeas, 
moſt are unſatisfied with the preſent, a change all- 
waies promiſing them a better z the true tempera! 
men-iswhen juſt and indiſputable power is fo wiſe- KJanndl 
ly-managed, 85 may render the Governors rather 7 * #57 
auguſt then dreadfull, rather venerable then formi- 34ue2=., 
dable, ſetting bounds to mens aRivity and unquiet- Muſon. 
peſſe, tothe raging of the waters, andthe madneſſe 
of the people. F | 

3. Thar we may learn that this capacity of the 
people of all impreſſions, x, To relapſe to Pro- 
phaneſle; 2. To reſt in Hypoerifiez 3. To run 
at £0, Extravagancies 3 4. To'perfift in'Erroars, _ 
for-want of Diſcipline to.cnyey of Principles tocf#- jjcuoicrs me- 
bliſb, Ingenuity to reftraia theſrunſetited natures, is 5a: Bodins 
a peculiar temper of the Engliſ, who being of quick 7/0, 5... 
and high (pirits, of various and yehement fancies, liger apud Greg 
inclined to find ou: many'invcntions , ' givett to ** 
change, to admire novelties, and with moſt inconfi- 
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derate violence to perſue:them : whom God bring 
to Chriſt a ſafe Way, where with holy and juſt re- 
ſtraints,” (becoming order, juſtice ; and - Religion ) 
there are alſo the moſt ingenious Liberties; and the 
moſt liberall fruitions. | 

I pray God that neither the cares of this world, 
nor their dullneſſe and incapacity,nor their want and 
weakneflcs, nor their luſts and paſſions,nor theirpre- 
judice and miſunderſtanding, may keep the way of 
true Religion before God, wherein they may have 
reſt for their ſouls. | 

4. And laſtly, That we may know that perſonal 
and private.fins, may ; oftentimes ballance the juſtice 
and hopefulnefſc of publick defignes, and ſo walk 
humbly with God, for theſe and other reaſons it 
pleaſeth God, That 
.- 1, Notwithſtanding his Majeſties great conde- 
ſcention and care for publike good and 'Prace, by 
impartial calmncfle and charity, endeavouring to re» 
move all differences and offencesin wayes agreeable 
to the true principles of Government, raiſed to its 
full Rature and perfection, as alſo to the Primitive 
Apoſtolical patter, and the praRiſe of the Univerſal 
Church' conform thereunto : ſo that he might ſay 
with his Royal Father, 1 have offered all for Reforma- 
tion ayd Safety, that in reaſon, honour , or conſcience 
1 can, reſerving only what 1 cannot conſent to with- 
out aw irrepairable injury #0 my own Soul, the Charch, 
and my people, and alſs to the next and undoubied Heir 

my Kingdoms. 

2- Notwithſtanding the endeavours of learned, 
grave, and godly men, who were ableſt for gifts, 
moſt eminent for their labours, and the iy 
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their place to reconcile differences, to ſatisfie (cru? 
ples and doubts, and ſo heal our divifions'by their 
prudent Counlells, by their rational Arguments, by 
their powerfull Perſwafions, notwitliſtanding that 
his Sacred Majeſtic, knowing that in multirude of 
Counſellors there is wiſdome, honour and ſafety , 
called choſe ſober perſons of both wayes and perſwa- 
fions ,: hoping by an healing '-Contcrence'( afrer-a 
tolleration of mutual converſe and correſpondence ) 
to have ſatisfied all reaſonable men, when that 
which ſeemed goodto thele men aſſembled toge- 
ther, might have been communicated co the King- 
dome,and as A. 16, 5. ſo the Church might be 
eſtabliſhed'in the Faith,and increaſe in-number daily. 
3- Notwithſtanding the many Acts of grace and 
favour,for the Perſons, Liberties, & Eſtates, of thoſe 
that had forfcited all by a generall Rebellion and 
guitt : Vigorouſly interpofing between them and the 
juſtice of an exaſperated Kingdome, and nſing all 
Princely art, and clemency, to heal the wounds, to 
repair the Breaches, by an unparaleI'd A of Indemp- 
zity, that included all that could but ſuſpeRt them- 
ſelves to be any way obnoxiousrto the'Laws, which 
might have excluded all future jealouſies and inſecu- 
rities ; Rarionally hoping that none would be more 
Loyall and Faithfull ro him, then thoſe who ſenſible 
<« of theirerrors, and his fyyour, would feel in their 
<« own Soules moſt ychemenr motives to repentance, 
&« and carneſt defires to make ſome Reſtaurations for 
& former defeRts : The more conſcious he was to 
« his own merits upon his people, the more prone he 
<« wasto expeRall. Loye and Loyalty from them ; 
Charitably expeRing _ Chriſtian Ingenuity in all 
C3 his 
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bis Subjes, that 1Fhen much was forgiven, would have 
{owed much, : 
: Yer behold inſtead of that generall ſubmiſſion and 
compliance, that might have huſhed all things into 
an univerſallcalme and quiet, God ( in wholc hewrts 
are the hearts of all men ) bowing their hearts as 
one man,to the Fear of God,and the Obedience due 
totheir King Behold a general! diſcontent, fear, 
ſorrow , and ſullen ſadnefle upon the face of the . 
Kingdome ! Behold a Catholique murmur, and 
complaint whiſpered throughout the Nation ! A 
contempt of dominion, a ſpeaking evil of dignities, 
a curſing the King intheir hearts, a carrying of Tales 
20 ſhed blood, So that if his Majeſty had not his own 
Innocence, and Gods ProteQion, it were hard. for 
* him to ſtand out againſt theſe ſtratagems and con» 
«* flits of malice, which by falfities ſecks to:op» 
*« prefſe the truth, and by jealoufics to ſupply the de- 
©* te& ofreall caufes, which might ſeem to juſtific « 
5 New Engagement againſt him. 

© thoſc toul and falſe Aſperſions, thoſe ſecret 
Engines, emplayed:againſt the Peoples love: That 
undermining: there opinion, and juſt value of his Ma; 
jeſties Enemies and-thewrs too, might blow up their 
Aﬀetion and their Loyalty  O thefin and d 
« of poo Peoples faules, whoſeeyes once blinded 
<« with-miſts of ſuſpations. and fears, they arc ſoon 
&« miſled into, the-moſt deſperat precipices of aRion ! 

Alas ! forthat loaſc, licentious, and —_ 
poſture, whereunto {( notwithſtanding all means 
{cttlement ) ſome mens diſternpers and indiffcrences, 
allready bave, and farther ſeek to reducethis Nation, 
asto anyiſctled doctrine, - DA - | ct 
; tholique 
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tholique order,and natjonall Communion, 

O what dividings, ſhauerings , ſchiſms, ſepara- 
tings, ſidings, tries, envies, animofities, and con- 
zempts, whence wConfufion,8 every evil work! 
O that looſe and indifferent way of Chriſtian Admi- 
nitration and Proteſfion , that is inſiſted -upon by 
ſome for themſelves and poſterity, accordingto eve. 
xy nians private fancy, choice and humour, without 
ſuch ſotemn eſtabliſhment, and publick union as hath 
in all Ages and Nations beft cedified and fortified, 
counfetled and correRed, excited and idcreaſed both 
gifts and graces in a moſt comely and moſt Chriſti- I 
an order, with ſuch harmony, unity, majeſty, and | 
authority, as beſt becomes the Servants, Religion, 
and Charch of Chriſt! 

O what beauty, whzt order, what harmony, what 
utiry , what gravity, what ſolidiry, what catidor, 
what chatity, what ſobriety, what correſpondente is 

- offered, is endeavoured by the judicious affeRions, 
tefider compaſſions, prudent councils, conſcientious 
care attended with difcreet zeal, fervent prayers, 
and unftigned: rears'of good men, whoſe aim is to 

ore ſound knowledge, fruitfull faith , hearty 

, diſcreet zeal, ſevere repenting, fervent prayer, 

juft fears,uoſpcakable comforts, well grounded hope, 

ſpiritual joy, heavenly meditation;holy converſation, 
tender compaſſrons, meekneſs of obedicnce,and con- 
ſcientious fubmifſion ; In a word, a frame of Chri- 

ſtian carriage to God and to others, in order to mens 
own ſouls, and their neighbours good. 

-" O the excttlent wayes propoſed, that Learning 

might flouriſh, Knowledge multiply, Graces abound, 

excellent Preaching thrive, Sacraments be duly ad- 

; miniſtred, 
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miniſtred; and devoutly raceived, the fruitzvf Gods 
ſpirit mightily diffuſed in common honeſty, hoſpita. 
ble kindneſs, chriſtian charity, plain-hearred fincerity, 
|” O thecrafts and policies, the frauds and £aQions, 
the'jealoufies and diſtances; the malice and avimoſi- 
tits; therudeneſs and diſorders, the inſolencies and 
hypocrifie, the raſhneſs and uncharitableneſs, the ens 
viesand emniries, the rapes and our-rages ſtill plead. 
ed forand upheld ! by Prophetsthat propheſie fal(- 
ly, that the -Pricſts-might bear rule by their means, 
ahd the people will have:it fo - What. will they do 
inthe cnd therof 2 


SECT. IH. 


Ow itpleaſed God, bythe publick Counſells 
1 VNof King, Lords, and Commons; to give all juſt 
ſatisfaRtionto modeſt and ſober defires, to prevent - 
all mifundorſtandingsand-miſcarriages by the 46G of 

Uniſormity;; co watitohit gravity, and diſcre- 
cion.of Pious, Moderate; and Wiſe mtn-: As might 
allay,and fix the/Pcopleto a duc temperament; gui- 
ding their well meaning zeal, by ſuch rules of mode- 
retion, as might beſt preſerye. and reſtore the happi- 
neſs! of -Qhurdh and State; a:ncgleR of duc obedi. 
ence to'this AR, 6 infiich way as ſhall hereafter be 
expreſſed }) a conterhpt of ity Authority, a diſcontene 
under it reſtraints, evil- thoughts and; diſcourſes of 
the Authors anfl- Impoſers, anda generall oppoſition 
toiirs bldlied! defign of: peace: and ſettlement; Iap- 
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live within! fight. of atit great day of the Revelation 
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of the righteous Judgement of God, whether they 
be not, 1. Exceeding finfull: 2. Deſperately miſ- 
chievous : 3. Very dangerous, 

1. They ſeem to be very finfull, becauſe they 
ſcem againſt the Conſciences of good men, which 
aregvided, 1. by the word of God, which ſaycs 
expreſly (O confider it ye tender-conſcienced men) 
Submis your ſelves to every Ordinance of man for the 
Lords ſake, 1Pet. 2.13: Te muſt needs be ſubject not. 
only for wrath, but for conſcience ſake, Rom. 13.5. 
though not for conſcience of the thing commanded, 
yet for conſcience of the power commanding : the 
thing it ſclt may be indifferent, yer your obedience 
neceſſary ; Obey them that are over you in the Lord, & 
ſubmut your ſelves, It was a holy mans advice, that 
we ſhould take heed how we before- hand take up reſolati- 
ons, whether of oppoſing, or not obeying z Certainly, 
however quiet & conſcientious not obtying, both may and 
owebt to have a very favourable and indulgent interpre- 
tation, yet preſumptuons diſobedience juſtly ſubjeRs 4 
man tothe bigheſt cenſure : Expreſſe ſor this purpoſe is 
that Judicial Law ( which hath a great deal of moxality 
conched init) Dent. 17. 12, The man that will doe 
preſumpruouſly, and wilt not hearken to the Prieſt, 
orto the Judge, even that man. ſhall die, and thou 
ſhalt put away the evil from 1ſrael. Take we heed 
then how weenecttain any thoughts that way, but ra- 
ther prepare our cars and hearts to hear what the 
Lord will ſay wnto us; or ſee what meffage he will 
ſend by the hands of theſe his ſervants, who have 
been ſolong time enquiring after his pleaſure, which 
being made known unto us, reſolve (in what we may) 
to ſubmit and obey: ſo _ the Churches to whom 


Paul 
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Panland Sith delivered their decrees, thry deliver+ 
ed therh tobe #21 by thera, and ſo thry were : and 
ſo were the Churches eſtabliſhed : Now [ pr aiſe you breth- 
* ven, ( (aith St. Pawl ) tha you remember all things, and 
the Ordinances delivered unto you, 1 Cov. 11. 3, 
be obedient 4s to Chriſt z that is, by the ſame meeſyity, 
for the ſame reaſon , to wveid the ſame paniſhmin, n 
heve the (ame reward , by the ſame religion : that you 
any not prevaricate the Lawes of God, or do wiolewee 
20 own £0x{cieucet : Nothing can adde light to 
theſe ſo clear words, they are bright as the Sunne, 
clear as an Article of Faith, eaſy and Intelligible, ac- 
cording to the nature of univerſal divine Comman- 
dements. 

3» This oppoſition to the At of Uniformiry , 
is apainft cbr Oath of Supremacy , which is this, 
That we declare the Kings Highnefſe Supreme Gv+ 
verer af this Realm, and ſwear to afſift and obey him 
and ll entherities united or anrexed 1 the Imperial 
Crown of this Rea/m, A Religious atreſtation, which 
moſithar oppoſethi Act have made before God the 
fearcher of hearts, with an imprecarion of his heavy 
wrath upon them if they break ir or abuſe hisname 
init, That they owned his Majeftics authority in Ec+ 
clefiaſtical affairs, Which Oath I hope they took in 
truth, rightcouſneſs, and judgement : Do-not they 
fcar an Oath ? Do not they know , 1het for Oathes 
the Land menrued: I hope I ſpeak ro men fearing 
God, that walk uprightly, work righteouſneſs, and 
ſpeak the truth in their heart, and though they ſwear to 
their har yt change not : Nowalas ! you deny the 
Supremacy you have {worn to, if you allow not his 
Majeſty power toimpoſe a Ceremony, to _ a 

cr 
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Diſcipline, to eſtabliſh an Ecclefiaſtical Law , alas 
he cannot ſhew his authority in things oeceſlary, for 
his Subjcas aretyed eo them already, nor in things 
ſiatull, for they are forbidden already, nor in things 
iodiffcrent, for there all men muſt be at Liberty :| 
Wherein have you {worn to him as Supream ? O be 
not deceived, God will not be mocked : Shall the 
Laws of one ſolemnly acknowledged ſupreamMagi- 
ſtrate,which are 1. Scriptural as to the main ground, 
rule, and end of them z 2. Rational, as to the Order, 
decency & gravity of them; 3. Primitiveand Catho- 
lick, be diſowned, repined at and complained of, by 
men ſworn to obſerve thoſe Laws : O men fearing 
604, when y0u have vowed a vow defery not ts pay is, for 
he hath no pleaſure in fools : Suffer notthy mouth to 
cauſc thy fleſh ro ſing neither fay thou before the 
Angel it is an Error, wherefore ſhould God be angry 
at thy voice aad deſtroy the works of thine hands : 
tor in many words which may be alleged to cxcuſe 
the violation of this Oath there is vanity : But fear 
thou God. 

3+ This ſition to his Majeſties Authority in 
matters Eccleſiaſtical, is ag4inſt their own Conſci- 
ence, ( and -unhappy are that condemnthem- 
ſelves in others, in thoſe things which they allow } 
you that diſfown Authority in matters of Religion, 
did not you exerciſe it * you that repine at the im=- 
poſing of the Liturgy, did not you impoſe the Di- 
retory 2 you that are troubled for deprivation up- 
on Non- ſubſcription, did not you turn out holy, pi- 
ous,- painfull Miniſters, becauſe they durſt not take 
the Covenant, or fubſcribe the Engagement £ Only 
the ſame meaſure that _— meaſured out to — 
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Fhall be meaſtred-to you, you ſhall ſaffer but whar 
-you have done: 'Neither is his Majeſty more ſevere 
19 ſupporting his Government by Laws, then the 

' Parliament:was to ſuppore theirs by an Ordinance : 

Thus'I fee (Haith ithe Royal Martyr ) thoſe who 

-were the moſt riporous exaRors upon others to con- 

Form to their illegal novelties, are leaſt difpoſed to 

the due obedience of lawfull Conſticutions, fothat 

I know not whether they ſinned more againſt their 

own 'Conſciences, by violently- oppoſing outcſtab. 

liſhed 'order,' or by violently impoſing their own : 

0 ſuffer others to deal with you, as you have 

dealt with others, this is the Law , this is the 

Prophets: | 

«  4> This: diſcontent of yours to the preſent eſtab. 

liſhment, 1s :very'partiall, {for men thattknow they 
ſhould have'no reſpe& of Perſons, and that'nothing 
ſhould be done through partiality ) yow who conld 
eall-an Uſurping Tyranny a Liberty , who could be 
contented with: that. variety of Goyernments and 
Factions, that exerciſed the Nations patience, can 
diſcetn-nothing in a'lawfull Prince but Jealoufics, 
ia 2 f{cttled Church but Superſtition, nothing in an- 
tient Laws but Perſecution, nothing in an cſtabliſh- 
ed/Religion but. Poperyz-are ye not ( Brethren ) 
partial ih your felves, and become Judges of evil 
thoughts: Fax: 224% it ye fulfill the” Royal Law ac- 
cording to the Scripture, you do well , but if ye have 
reſpeR toperſons, ye commit fin, 'and are convinced 
of the Law fortranſgreſſors. 
2/5." This'unexpeRed »diſcontent;- fcems'to be 2 

 great\ſcandall-and offenceto his Myeſty,'the defen- 
der of our Baith, and all other Kings and Govetn» 


ours,. 
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ours, who will now look upon Proteſtants as ut- 
patient of Government, Enemies of Orders, and 
diſturbers of Peace : When. they are thns unquiet 
under an innocent Government, how will they be- 
have themſelves under aſeverer Tyranny ? it they 
are thus impatient of their good and gen:le, how 
impatient will they be of their moroſe and auſtere 
Maſters 2 Irs an offence to the Church to ſecits lau- 
dable Cuſtoms decryed, its venerable Laws negleR. 
ed, its antient Canons deſpiled, irs great Example 
deſpiſed; and that he is now the beſt Chriſtian, who 
was formerly the worſt Infidell, that d/d not hear the 
Church : Its a'griet togood men that have many ſad 
thoughts of heart for the diviſions of Reuben , and 
. a joy to the bad, whocry, Aha, ſo would we have 
it, — O woe to the world becauſe of offences ; 
woe to thoſe men by whom offences come-z Bre- 
thren, you are called to Liberty, bur it is a great 
fin to uſe your Liberty for an occaſion to the fleſh, 
| but by love ſerve one another : Irs not good to 
do-any thing whereby thy Brother , much leſle 
whereby the whole Church ſtumbfcth, or is off:n- 
ded; if the Primitive Chriſtians, when it was at 
their own choice, whether they ſhould uſe ſome in> 
different thing, or whether they would not ufe theny, 
complyed in their practiſe with their Brethren, de- 
terminirg their Liberty, ſo- as to giye no offence : 
'Mhar ſhall chey anſwer to the God of Peace, whoſe 
Liberty though determined by Superiors, is uſed by 
them to the-diſobedience of thoſe Supetiours, and 
the offence of their Brethren 2 


- 6. The preſent diſtemper ſeems tobe ungrarefu!!, 


 inregard of other fayours of his Majeſty; his Msjc- 
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ſty hath ſaved our lives, and now do we ſtand upon 
our Liberty « now we had becn many daycs with- 
out a King, without a Prince, and without a Sacri. 
fice, and newly return to feek the Lord and David 
our King z ſhall we ſo far fin againſt the Lord, as 
to run back again to our former method of fin and 
miſery ? God forbid ! Are we newly pardoned 
and faycd to return with the Dog to his vomit, and 
with the Sow to her wallowing in uncleanneſlc, do 
live by his mercy, and ſhall we not make him that 
natural, equal, and eaſic return to live in his obe« 
Cience. 

2. This Non-Conformity is not only finfull i its 
nature, but as miſchievous in its apparent cffecs ; 
which are, 

1. A needleſs breach of the Communion. of 
Saints; O fad, that men profeſſing one Religion, 
acknowledging one God, partaking of one Faith, 
initiated by one Baptiſm, joyned together with one 
Spirit, redeemed with one precious bloud , called 
ta one hope, looking for ane Common ſalvation, 
ſhould for things Confeſſed indifferent keep up 
divifions, foment diſtances, and refuſe to be of 
one heart, one mind, and one way, that the Lord 
may be one, and his Name one. 

2. A diſhonor tothe Goſpel,whoſe deſign is peace, 
whoſe Anrthor is a Prince of Peace, whoſe Preach- 
ers are Embafſadors of Peace, whoſe Spirit is 2 
Spirit of Peace, whole higheſt honour was meck- 
neſle and peace : but alas ! is become now the 
great make- bate of the world,the enemy of Govern: 
ment, the ſubyerter of Laws, the pretence of FaRi- 
on, 'that which rernes the world upfidde down. Wo is 
us 
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os when our excellent Religion isill- poken of, by 
reafon of oor urworthy Converſation z the Heathen 
whom we ſhould Convert, will be jealous of us; the 
Turk whom we ſhould Convince, will keep a diſ- 
cance from usz the P«pi whom we ſhould Reform, 
will perſecute, when we cannot live under Law-« 
full, rifd, and juſt Governments, but are diſobedi- 
ent, unthankfull, unholy, truce- breakers, rraytors, 
heady, high-minded, having a for w of codlinefs, and 
denying the power thereaf. 

3 5 his Non» Contotmity will continue thoſe di- 
trations which endangered the firft Reformers at 
Francford: diſtmbed the State in Queen Elizeberbs 
time , diſquicted the Church ia King Fames his 
daycs, and ruined the Church and State in King 
Charles his time, that time ofthe beſt temper, and 
the healthfulleft Conſtitution, made up of fincere 
ruth, whfcigned charity, liberal piety, unaffected de- 
ceticy with juſt authority and uninterrupted ſucceſſt- 
on + Enrertained with holy moderation and humble 
proſperity, Come not thou my Soul into their ſe» 
cret, unto their afſemblics mine honour be not thou 
otired, who maintain a perpetual diſſention , and 
cheriſh the grounds of an endleſs Schiſm , as ſerves 
to give both eccafion and confidence to different 
. pattics, both to excite their private ambirions, and in 
time £0 ex2rt them in wayes of open hoſtility, when + 
. focver opportunity is given by any negligence, of- 
fence, or diſtemper in Government or Goyernors, 

4 This non- Conformity, will obſtruR the pro- 
motion of true Piety, while men arcto much enga- 
ped in the Cireumſtances they negleR, the ſubſtance 
of Religion, while by a ſullen ſeparation, they _ 
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draw from one ahother, to anjncapacity of exhorting 
one Another while it is called to Day, leaſt any be hard- 
ned through the _— of Sinz "Of Provoking one 
another to love, and to good works: And of following after 
the things that make f Peace, and things wherewith 
one may edifice another. | 
This publick diſagreement will be a great obſtruc- 
tionto the progreſle of the Goſpel, which will ne- 
ver be received by others, untill we arc agreed in the 
profeſſion of it our ſelves : while we thus unhap- 
pily engaged oneagainſt another, we cannot all end 
that publick Service of making the way of God to be 
known upon Earth, his ſaving health among all Nations, 

Irs roo great an advantage tothe common Enemy, 
who making uſe of Parties reaſons and paſſions, a- 
gainſt other, thereby overthrows all. Ir was the ad- 
vice of Cardinall A/en to the Perſons that undertook 
to reduce. /reland back again to Popery, That they 
ſheuld apply themſelves to the Nonconformiſt, and poſ- 
* »fſefſe them with the Covetouſneſſe, ambition, and ſuper ſti. 
809 of the Conformiſts on the one band : and on the other 
they ſhould apply themſelves to the Conformiits, and poſ- 
[eſſe them with the Faitiouſneſſe, d;ſobedience, and di(- 
orders of the Nonconformiſts , that ſo they might be 
provoked to ſpend their fury upon each other, to their. 
mutual raine. |] ſpeak as to wile men, judge you | 
what ſay. 

7. Thisruptureis dangerous toour Native Coun- 
try, for beſides the Roman adyantage, which is grea- 
teſt and Laſt , the private paſſions and various inte- 
reſts of Fations and parts w.ll hazard the Civil peace 
by endeavours to-promate their {eyeral opinions and 
pretences under any ſpecious name n—— 
w alas ! 
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alas} if rheſe Separarions continug » men know- 
ing there is but one: Religion, as there is bur 
one God, and his holy Will but one , every one 
is prone to preſume that heis in the right. Next 
hee growes fo partial to his own pecſwaſions, to 
imagine this above all others beſt , and onely plea- 
fing to God; then he concludes all other wayes 
of Religion as diſpleafing to God as to himſelf: hence 
zeal and impotent Impulſes to propagate his-own 
way » and overthrow all others, as an acceptable ſer- 
vice and ſacrifice to God; which is done, firſt by 
words, diſputing, writing, rayling, and reviling ; if 
that will not ſerve roreform the obſtinate world,then 
he firſt wiſheth, afterwards uſerh the ſword, as ſoon 
as he and his party can get number and power ſutfi- 
cient to a& with probable fafcty : ſuch an opportu- 
nity he counts a Call af God,an hand of Providence 
inviting and direQing what to do tp eſtabliſh his own 
way againſt all ochers, neyer fo approved of good 
men,and proſpered by Gods grace and bleſſing : yea, 
therefore we may obſcrve that they are unwilling to 
grantthar freedom ro others theirinteriors is number 
and power,which they once defired of their ſuperiors 
upon a reaſon of State, that diRates to all men thus 
much: That publick Differiugs in matter of Religion 
are very dangerow is the civil Peace of theſe that 
enjoy Power , aud are quiet wnder it , which every 
party ſecretly envierh, repinesat, and endcavo:s to 
obtain for it{clf : and therefore make no more con- 
ſcience of any Civil or Ecclefiaſtical SubjeRion, ar 
Chriſtian patience and ſubmiffion , langer then.they 
areſo ballancediby the power and prudence of Sus 
periors, that they canzer ſubdue all things under their 


Feet: Oh, irs piry-thar thoſe more minute _—_— 
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and Perſwaſions ( when Religion which ſhould re- 
ſtrain, ſtirs up mens paſsions) ſhould have:more pow- 
er to divide , than all the Agreements in other main 
matrers , hath to preſerve love and unity, as men, 
Countrey-men, and Chriſtians : in ſo much that rlte 
Church of England which was grown to thatheight 
of Beauty, Picty, Order, Moderation,and Honor, as 
became the glory of God , the majeſty of Chriſtian 
Religion, and the Wiſdom of this Nation , hath of- 
tenin H.8. E4.6. G_ and King F4mes time bin 
endangered by theſe ſtruglings in Religion(which the 
publick Power, policy, and vigilancy of thoſe times 
repreſſed) and at laſt was undone by ſuch breaches 
that are unparalleled in former , and will be ſcarce 
credible in after Ages. 

$8. This rcluRtancy of ſome againſt the preſent 
Eſtabliſhmenr,threatens all Goyerament which con- 
_ fiſts ina full power to eſtabliſh and maintain Lays, 

Equity, Juſtice,and Religion : on the one hand, that 
we may lead peaceable and quiet lives, in all godli- 
neſs and-honefty : and on the other hand,in due obe- 
 dience for Conſcience ſake, to thoſe Laws and Mc- 
- thods of Government, every one ſtudying to be 
quiet, and to follow his own buſineſs. 

If you now refuſe the ſeaſonable and well-advis'd 
Law, Order, and Decency prepoſed by the Church, 
under pretence of Liberty. of Conſcience, you will 
teach others to refute Laws of the ſame nature from 
you : with the ſame Arguments that you oppole the 
direions of the Lirurgy,others did ariſe who oppoſe 
the Rubrick of the DureRory; and there is no ſtop in 
ſetting up private Opinions againſt . publick deter- 
minations; butin confuſton,diforder, 8& ruine to your 

private judgement : you cannot allow preſent _ , 
| K others 
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others. private judgement cannot 'allow- your Ordi- 
nances : Its your thoughts that you are above forms, 
its others thoughts they are above ordinances : you 
diſlike aSurplice , they diſlike a Gown: you cannor 
approve the Biſhops double honor of reverence and 
revenue,and they cannot appfove yours of reverence 
and tythe : ,you' cannot uſe-the. Croſs in Baptiſm, 
they cannor uſe Baptiſm itſelt * you cannor admit 
ſore -innocent circumſtances inthe Lords Supper, 
they caſt off, zhe Lords Supper: ir.ſelf : you cannor 
away with Myfick, nos they:with Pſalms :'whart cad 
would there be.of Diſſcafions)- unleſs the Magiſtrate 
did interpoſc tor outward peace and order? men ſure- 
ly would grow worſe and worſe , deceiving and be- 
ing deceived, till their) folly be. made manifeſt to all 


men, - What diflolurionof order £ what novelties of 


opinions? what undecencies of adminiſtration? what 
ſacrilegious invaſions of the Church? what contempt 
of the Clergy? what overthrows of Magiſtrates, and 
all Government, haye been.managed by the: Princi- 
ples now contended for ,-all ſober men have beheld 

with ſorrow of heart, and can bear witneſs ro with = 
their fighs, teares, and rune Otel it not in Garth, 
publiſh it not in Askelon ! I pray God give us all 
moderatien and impartiality , the-beſt-tempers in 
religion, unpaſsionately ro confider from whence we 
arc fallen by humane prov , and to what: we are 
tranſported-by popular zeal , that all diſtempers 
may be laid aſide by free converſe , and a Chriſtian 
correſpondence, whereby thoſe ſad principles of ever- 
laſting, ſchiſm might be removed : by which on our 
fide men think, becauſe in many things they are right, 
therefore they can erre in- nothing : and on the other 


fide, becauſe in ſome things men have miſtaken and 
E 2 erred, 
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ered, therefore they can be in nothing right , with- 
of tegard fo that Truth and Chariry which is the 
life and quinreſſence of Chriftian Religton. 

' $. Irsof very wes mW 0 IN that you, 
who ſhould promote the-joy and thankfulneſs of His 
Majeſtics. loving ſubjeasfor His happy Reltanration, 
(hontd now occaſinrheſe fears, jealouties, and pub- 
lick ſorrow : that when all rejoyce toſee things grow 
upto 2-publick order and , you ſhould be 
diſcontent', (as when al] the people crycd Hoſaune, 
the Pharikes murmured)is a fin againſt that, Devs. 28. 
whiere itis ſaid, Becauſe thus 19x ci the Lordthy 
God with ſoyfulneſs, and with gladueſs of heart, for 
the eabundavee of all things , therefore ( which is the 
danger ) ſhalt thow ſerve rhine enemy in hunger, in 
thirſt, in nakedneſs, and in want of all things, and 
he ſpall puta yoke of iron wpenthee, till he hove de- 
Projed thee, 


Theſe are the dangerous Conſequences 


of Non-conformity, v1z. 

1x, Hiding your tatenrs ina napkin, and putting 
your light under a buſhc], #nd'becoming unfervice- 
— | — 7 rt 

a. The gr nat - people who value 
high your perſdns'and {pts yohoughr you would 
have died for them under perfecurors, and therefore 
you would much more obey for'thicir ſakes , under 
a liwful Prince. 091 1 

3. The diſadvantage of the Chorch., which by 
your mnexpeRed revolt, will miſsyour#gifts, 2nd ſer- 
vices Which ere deyored to it. | 

#- The difparagement of your brethren, who ate 
Cc» 


| ſ»hmit ro-you, or youto the whole Kingdomsj 
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cenſured as unworthy , for | _ thoſe things 
which rather then you will do, you will reſiſt => 
blood, whereby thew labor is rendered unſerviceable 
for thoſe ſouls, from whom laboris withdrawn. 

5. Theundoing of your families for whom ye are 
to provide , unle(s ye. will be. worſe then infidels : © 
your, wives and: childrens, what have they idone 2 
That while you are diſputing whether you ſheuld 
wear a Gown, or whether you cot ould and ot kneel : 
whether you had beſt uſe theſe ſorts of words,,- or 
thoſe,ro God Almighty 2 In a word , whetheryou 
ſhall 0bey or Rebe/ ? theſe thould periſh, If you 
ſhould go out (which God forbid) ir' _ that will 
be thought ro turn out pou ſelves, for men judge 
that the Law intends one =. Oe and peace, 
and that the offenders cauſe rthe;puniſhment: the Par- 
tiament would have you live arderly, and obedienily 
in your places, you will not, whoisto be blamed '£ 
Burt you canner leve the orders of the Church to 
be lawful and. obliging and the whole Kingdom.in 
= «wa £49708 believe that Non-conformity i is 
lawfu 

You cannot fwbwir , andthe whole Kingdam in 
Parliament, cannot chiok you fitto hom ed 
with Eccleftaſtical Livings, uidlefs you Sos hs 
ther it's more-fitting the whole Kingdom, ſhould 


ye. Ina-word, if youdo CCI 
tions the Church-layes-upos you , 1 _— crave 


leave to offer it to:your c 
mienr the-Proteſtant Churches ace likely romeke of 


your: ings? 'And cauſe, and:3he 
Churches, - —ompny re to them, and toall 


The 


tp (39) ” 
'* . Thepreſent dangers this. 
+ As in diſaffeted bodies, the humors fall to the 
weakeſt part : ſo inadiſtempered Kingdom, the ill 
diſpoſed perſons, fall in with the diſcontemeed part 
: x. Upon this falling off of your party , there are 
;perſons exaſperated by juſt puniſhment on themſelves 
and relations, | 7 
2. There are thouſands purchaſers of Delinquents, 
Deans, Chapters, Biſhops ; King'and Queen, and 


Princes Lands, unſatisfied © +" 


—_ 
- 
- 
» 


"3, There are thonſands-of Cavaliers , notwith- 
ſtanding all care to provide for them, dejected.. 
4. There are abundance of Atheiſts and Neuters, 

-expeQing ſome trouble and alteration, and perions 
.of deſperate fortunes ,wiſhes'they may once more fiſh 
40 troubled warersr' OY EI 21 

' 5, There are ſeveral perſons turned ont of Li- 
vings by the proper owhers thereof , and notwith- 
- *Nanding they are willing ro ſubm#r';+are not likely to 
be admitted to ſo good again. WITH 
*" 6:-There are many'of the 'ofd Army; thatwant 
employment. 7 28:92 (orgy 5 

- 7. 'There are thouſands of difobliged SeQaries. 
'-'-$, ' There are-c00 many-thar for want of Trading, 
>ate'norable- in This dead rime-ro:providefor them- 
 Felves arid families:;:who'woold be all willing to haz- * 
'zard themſelves, 'in #he engagement of 4r. they are 
In theit-merhod* already, Popery preached againſt, 
: Ceremonies and pies are cried down;;'the Re- 
-verend Clevpy ' |; Non-conformils arepit- 
Hed, tie ſilencing of chem! is 'reſehted} :2 rrading is 
'dead, taxes are complained of, meetings are appoit- | 


ted, 
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ted, plots diſcovered , and all things by your difſent 
tend roa confuſion, Theſe thoughts I leave to your 
cooler and more moderate intervals, to meditate 


upon between your ſelves, and the great ſearcher of 
hearts. | | 


The Expedient. 


But my bulineſs is not ſo much to exaſperate , as 
to accomodate difſenters,and therefore I ſhall intreat 
thoſe reverend perſons concerned, ſeriouſly ro confi- 
, derthe following Propoſitions, (which if aſſented ro, 
will bring them up to the deſign of the AR of Uni- 
formity) agreed upon by all ſober Proteſtants. 

Prop.1, That fince the firſt plantation of true Re- 
ligion , which is a judicious and ſincere devoting of 
the whole ſoul to God, as the Supream good offered 
us in Jeſus Chriſt, and the right performance of thar 
duty we ow to that Gad, upon ſuch grounds, to ſuch 
ends, and after ſuch manner,as he requires it of us: 
there have been an holy Company called by his 
word , to the knowledge of God in Chriſt who in all 
holy ways , and ordetly inſtitutions, publickly pro- 
eſs their inward ſence of duty and devotion , which 
they ow to God, by believing and obeying his word, 
and alſo«hat Charity which they ow to all men, ef- 
pecially to that houſhold of the faith that holds com- 
munion with Chriſts body, the Catholick Church. 

Prop. 2. Its agreed, That this outward profeſſion 
of Religion, as it is held forth in the word, in its #r9th, 
teals, duties , and Miniſtry, makes one Church Ca- 
tholick ot all Chriſtians , joyned in a myſterious, in- 
ward, and religious Communion with God , and 
one another in Chriſt, by rhe word and ſpirit, inthe 

in- 
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elipion, - and in obedience Charity 
Rutherford's inward my a>. oO part of that Re- 
mg — ge that any' part of this Church _ oy 
Brxter ofChurch pl limits and relations from others, wo d afſocia- 
Government, bliſh ſuch a Church power, relation, - 
eſta l f ion. 25S may beſt perierve 
moat aged ' boly Order , Chriſtian 
themſelves, in true Dotrine , 4 counſel, and more 
Hudon, of the eace, aud good manners, by joyn' (ſuch a Chuck 
Church, Pt » wer. and mutual charity : fu - 
—— Cor. 4.4. 48. 5 3-1» Antioch, AA, 4, 
I ee | 
23. Tit, ſeven —_ = - on che outward pro- 
Prop. 3. Its agreed upon, ircumſtantial 
rh f = of Religion, there are many be termined 
"EE Compiler of order and decency to nf _ e ofthe 
h, according to the genera 
by the Church , imitivepraQice of the Church, 
Scripture, and the primitive p myth, 
hat all members of the-Chu be ein. 
ter, Church- and that : tion : If any be cow 
Greeranent tified with that determinatj or the Churches of 
yore pig a tions, we have no ſuch Cuff —_— ; 
Accleſrnes . "=" 
ark ed, That beſides the ſpiri- 
Prop. 4. We Chat ___ her particular mem» 
1 1 ond whctrong.r tr onging' to the Ma- 
. cive power belong 
os ny xa neahu Chrift whom Kings Reign , tore- 
CE giſtrate under Ch : erfarions according tothe 
on Pial.z. ulate mens lives an _ tabliſhed, and the Or- 
Faich profeſſed, the deer Fry Tet 
- 0» rev rdge Frm d happinefs of Kings to 
ward on Rom, #Þe mo Fobh are hyt or they may ” 
2 mike their J he goo 
biſh Reywols jeffed of God, and ————199g Br" wont oo 
Peace of Church Kings of the wnPoemran = = ek & pers 
teh ; honefty. 
fboth Ce Crane tO all evil _ Ton 
of bot t] , havi 
un encouragement to them that do well, 


. . ligion 
the Law of God before rheir eyes : Re Sit 
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that evelurs wowet, being the firſt care of Princes. 
Prop. 5. The Magiſtrate ( whom he people are 
to pray for, that God would dire& his-heart, ſhew 
him the way wherein he ſhould go, and make his 
pathes plain before) is tro make uſe of his Conſcience wy. Etvards 
in Enating Laws according to his judgement well Telcrarion. 
adviſed, as well as His Subje&ts make uſe of their 
Conſciences in obeying them according to their opt- 7. Rutherford 
nion : they that would not be blamed becauſe they 9 To/cration. 
cannot in conſcience ſubmit to an Uniformity im- avr. Jackion of 
poſed, muſt nor blame His Majeſty, tt He could nor 7%ratien- 
in corſcience but impoſe an Unitormity. 
Prop.6. Weareall agreed , That as we ſhould 
convince thoſe meckly that oppoſe rhemſelves fo. ,;, vines cer. 
x. The Church by a wiſe, grave, charirable, and ſ0- mnof Herefies. 
lemn Diſcipline diſpenced by worttry men: - 2. The 
Magiſtrate, byjuft Laws and Penalties ſhould re- »-, Marſhal of 
tran men from ſayirg, or doing any thing publick- 7/cra:7on. 
ly ſcandalous to, orderogating from the honour, 
peace, andorder of that Religion which is eſteem- 
ed, and therefore ſettled, as the beſt and trueſt. To y,, caryts ter. 
charge that they teach no arher doftrine. 1 Tim. 1.3. mn b*j1re the 
To charge men notto ſtrive about words to no profit, **"<=en 
but the ſubverting of the hearers , 2 Tim. 3, 14- To v4.Crofton of, 
ſtop their mouths who ſubvert whole houſes : to ve- £100") 
ftrain any man that teacheth otherwiſe, and conſent- 214, pxers 
tth not to wholeſom words, who are provd, not know. Sains Keſt. 
ing nothing, but deting «bout queſtions, and ftrifts of *** ** 
words, whereof -cometh envy, ſtrife, raylings, evil 
[»mitings, 1 Tim, 6. Not ſuffering them who call 
themſelves prophets ; to teach and ſeduce Gods ſer- 
vents, Rev 220. Fare Dearnm majeſtas vindice. 
tur 4b co qui'ſolo Deo minor, faith Nature, Cic. 
tice wage; 245 rus, Foſ, Cont Ap.2. ner ali mere, 
| E 4u 
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aut novocalate Leg, I2:Zab, 9:04fdv ug]e' waryaxut 

W5 d MAvs. Tiga's very nekerr) I WAs the grave. Advice to 

Augnſtus, and thexcare of Heathen and Jewiſh Go- * 
yerniments,,, 42 Lou! j, 

. Prop. 7, Wearcallzgreed, That theſe reſtraints 

ought tobe by \ {uchpenaltics » 46may.\be 4 terror 10. 

evil doers 4; and che King fitting in the Throne of 

Mr..Ca 's Ser- Judgement, may, (catter away all evil with his eyes; 

m__ na"! eſpecially whenan Uniformity is preſt , not upon the 

Mr. Nalron. . Confſcjence ,upop;pain of damnation, but upon their 

Mr. Clicynell- outward practice, xponpain of..the loſs :of tome pri- 

viledge , which a gublick Society, can allow to none 

but thoſe chat are-true to its intereſt; / and ſure to its 

peace and order enjoyned;by God , who is not the 

Author of confufton , but of order , as in all the 

Churches of the Saiars : "To. which penaltics we are 

. to ſubmit with merkneſs , paſſeiſipg our ſouls with 

paticace, taking care,we be not mwwrwerers, Or 'com- 

plainers : and . a the ſpirit. of the Governor be 

ſtirred againſt us, yet ler'us,not ſtir out of our place, 

but by a modeſt, courage- pacific wrath. cMaguem 

munde documentum datum eſt. Paxrere... 

_ Prop. 8. Weare agreed, iThatas God-is guruecs 

drvaiJvycs durior;, OWIDg NO rule:or meaſuref his 

aQjons, bur his own good pleaſure zi ſo all his crea- 

tures depending, upon him, 45 greater, witer; and 51h 

-* fer. then, themſelves. , - have their boly'«limirs-ard 

Mr. Leyford, bounds (etther by-Gog , . whichahe moxe>they:0b- 

ſerve, rhe,more rational. and divine, Liberty they-en- 

Bo!tons Extent Joy. ..The truc and eternal Liberty conſiſting in this, 

of Chriſtian Li- v4F, in. being freed from. chains af darkneſs and fin: 

_ 1. -lenoxanceof minde.,c2. Error of . underſtanding; 

3:/Perverſenels.otwill, 4 Excels of paſſion, $1.'Vio-. 

lence of. .tempration,: 6. Depravedacſs of cuſtom, 

wa 1a * pre- 
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prevalency of intereſt,or deluſion of examples where- 
with-the ſoul is enthralled; and by.the widdom of ,, , 
. the word and power of Chriſtin being wilzng to that James. 


which we know God would have-us!, and ia doing 
willingly whar ever we fo willand know, as moſt 
.conformable to his will, True liberty is co guide us 
,pavately: and publickly alone , and with others, to 
guide our.thoughts , opinions, judgement, conſci- 
.ence, ſpeech and aQtion, as ſober men,, by the inge- 
nuous reſtraints of Realon and Religion, of modeſty, 
humangzcy, honor, civility, charity and ſociety : and 
as ſober Chrittians ,-.þy the-Law of God, the cftabli- 
ſhed. Order, good Laws,, juſt Power and Govern- 
ment n things civil and (cred : Its fat from Chri- 
ſtian liberry 10 think, ſpeak, a, write, and diſpute 
what he pleaſes. priyarely and-publ.ckiy , according 
e$ his private; perſwaſions, his prevailing luſt, ince- 
reſt and temprarions, which other mens imporruni- 
ties may guide him, without regard to right,reaſon, 
common order, publick peace, reverer.ccot men, or 
fear of God, 2s 1f they had nq yoke ot. Chriſt upog 
them,..no, care of the duties ot patience, ſelf denyal, 
mortification, mecknels, charity, modeſty, ſobriety, 
together with char comelineſs that beſeems Religion 


4 


Cradocks Li- 
be) I. 


Mr, Garnals 
Compleat Army 
Patt x. 


My. Narſhal's 


and a Chriſtian ſpirit z as if it were Chriſhan liberty $e:mn ts fore 


to be led captive.to all impudencies 4nd, viplencgs, " « - Peers 


by the devs! at hu will : and to have that fad miſery 
ot doing what.we will, by following yain,. erroneous, 
and blaſphemous rhoughts, raw, undigeſted and raſh 
fancies and opinions, with irregular , diſorderly and 
unwarrantable, ways; whereby men arg, [eruantsts 
their luſts, 2 Pet, 2.47. andarc indanger of m.king 
it.a cloak ot maliciqulacls., tore y_— ot: hu- 


mane ſociezies , with the, mutual: relations. ot ſup$- 
| F 2 riors 
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riors and inferiors that uphold them , whereas true 
Liberty , #hat glorious Liberty of the Sons of God 
is, 1. Todoſuchrhings conſtantly, cheerfully, and 
wirhout ſinful impediment , which arc moſt proper, 
and adyantageous to the excellent nature of man ro- 
wards God, in devour piety. 2. Todo thoſe things 
charitably, orderly, and gravely, and foherly, which 
are duties of obedience publick or private , which 
art rp al God hath commanded every one, not onely in ge- 
neral, bur in particular , and callings as God 
hath ſet themin as free that malice, uncharita- 
bleneſfs, thoſe envys, diſconments, and worldly diſor- 
ders in any kind , 25 they may have dominion over 
meer natural , and fſinfal man: To be frec out of a 
principle of love to obcy God and Man for the Lords 
ſake, in order to Gods glory, the p:ace , good cx- 
ample, and benefic of others, in any humane, or 
Chriſtian ſaciery. . 
Prop. 9. Weare agreed, That there is a Liberty 
of wiſdom, piety and charity, which oughrtto be ex- 
ercifed by Governors in Church aad Scate, -accord- 
Beza de Ma Tg tO their conſciences , making ſuch Laws and Re- 
Era lib,  Araints 25 they in conſcience think 'fir for the pub- 
Obed., lick welfare, although thoſe Laws and Reſtrans 
=2 Ops. are againſt ihe privare opinions and liberties of fin- 
Pysrod. eular men* Publick mens thoughts and conſcience, 
and'not p. ivate , are tobe the rule of pub'ick L wes 
and good: tt were as unreaſonable as it is 1mpoflible, 
for Magiſtrates to frame Lawes according to their 
Subjects confciences , and not their own : and ſo 
when they do not regard the Pleas of private Liber- 
, to overthrowpublick order , they are not tobe 


ken againſt as perfecuting men, when they onely 
kecp chem from thoſe ran, + 


rances that may undo 
them Z 
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them or as oppreſling other mens conſciences,when 
they are onely diſcharging their-own duty and con- 
ſciences which they bear ro Gods glory and the pub- 
lick good , for which they muſt be accountable ro 
God. According to the Magiſtrates conſcience, 
Chriſtians cruly bleffed with render conſciences and 
meekneſs of wiſdom, arc moſt willing to be kepe 
within chriſtian bounds, and moſt unwilling to take 
any liberty either ig opinion or manners , beyond 
what in the tiuth of the word, or in charity unco the 
publick peace is permirted, and moſt thanktul tor all 
juſt reſtraiars. 

Prop. 10. Weare apreed, That itis net enough 
* for us topleaſc our (elves, Rom. 55. 1. and ſatis 
©our own conſciences , that we do bur what we law- 
© fully may, bur we oughr alfo to bear one anothers 
© burthen,'and do for o: hers ſuke what we may other= 
* wiſe, and ae willing ro leave undone , and fo fulfill 
the Law of Chriſt, and by love ſerving one another: 


Omnia libers per fidew , omnis ſerva per charitatems, cov 


In indifferent things « and thar there are ſome things werta, 


ind:fferent we all agree) we ſhould know and be fu 

perſwaded that all rhings are lawful : and to purpoſe 
and fully reſolve for chariry and peace, ro uſe,or for- 
bear the uſe of thoſe things, as we finde them expedi- 
ent or inexpedicnt He that will have his own way tn 
every thing whatſoever , though others will rake 
offence ar it, maketh his Liberty but acloak of mali- 
ciouſneſs, by ufing it unchazicably : we may retain our 
judgernent concerning things indifferent with ehriftian 
libercy,but we m::ſtc.ntorm our prat ce for chr. ftian 
charity, 1 anrtr-c n my judgemcnartor anyhabir, ge- 
ſture,&c I will ſubmut -n-my praRticero that which 
is publckly impoſcd : 1 am tree in my conſcience and 


opl- 


Mr, Cranford, 
Mr. Gataker 

7us Divin.Re- 
gim.Eccleſiaſt. 
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opinion by the law of man , concerning things com- 
manded., I may think.of them what. I pleaſe, I am 
bound in my conſcience to ſubmiſſion, active or paſ- 
five, by the Law of God: and I muſt not do what I 
pleaſe,,when orderly Ceremonies arc enjoyned , not 
asthe party, but as the decencies and becoming cir- 
cumltances of worſhip, (which allallow) a man may 
be free tothink that there might be more decemt.Ce- 
remonies pirched upon by himlelt or others, if rhey 
were in place or power, and inthe mean time ſubmig 
to the wiſdom of choſe in authority chatimpoied, 
Prop. 11. Weare agreed, Thar as the. publick 
Conflicutions enjoyning O1ders, Degency,, and Uni- 
formity, rending-ro edification , reſtrain not the Li- 
berty of conſcience', whereby men are tree to do, or 
leave undone ſome thiggs-: ſo rhe ſuggeſtions ot men 
againſt choſe Conſtiucions, do reſtrain mens, liberty, 
exerciſe dominign over their mindes ,, by forbidding 
them that which we ſay they age free to z as it igin ſu- 


perſticion, to enjoynthar as neceflary.which is indif+ 


"> teronr.{@ its ſuperſtition to forbid char as Gioful, 


which is in truth. indifferens, and therefore lawful; fo 
making that {in which God neyer made, and enſna- 
ring mens conſciences, and teaching tor doQrines the 
commandments of men; and therefore we ſhould 
ay oy in the Liberty, wherewych Chriſt hath made 
Us J7ce. enalin fat; s _ ITY X13 ner. co % 
-Px8p.o 12. Wear agreed, That they who-can 
ſubmut ſome-impolirions about things, , may. ſubmit 
x9 all which.are-impoſed-by che ſame Authority, in 
gbeſame manacr,tp.the lame end... ,..... ; .,,./it 
_, Prop113-. Wears agreed 5 Thy no Authorky-can 
in conſcience, qrwith fatety, allow: men Libercy in 
ways of Workhip different trom the publick profeſ- 


fton 


(39) 
- ſion and conſcience» . 2:Not in eonfeience; becauſe 
as. the good Kings of F#dsb, be is to-atlow noknown 
evil. 3 Not in ſatcty , becauſe differences in Reti- 
gion are dangerous, tothe Srate,, (wheathat which 
ſhould reſtrain, ſtirs up mens paſſions) ) therefore F#- 2 Chron. 29. 
fab, and the Kit i in the Golpel; compelled them vo 2 ©bron- 34. 
come in, to ſcrve-the-Gad of their fathers : *” — 
furor vuleo. Indeed for mien furniſh'd with juſt power 
in Church or State, to leave menina full liberty of 
ſeducing and being ſeduced, is to concur with rhe ar. Love. 
malice of the devil, and the tolly, vanity, and mad- 3 Jenkin. 
neſs of mens hearts tothe ruine of myltitades.” I | 
leave it your own conſciences, whether it would nor 
be thought fafe, and conſcientious by them , if 
power were in their own bands, and Church-affairs 
left ro their ordering ,. to forbid thoſechings xhey 
now miflike, with as much rigor; and'fieceſſiry of im- 
poſition, as che' Church now enjoyneth them. 4-54 

Prop. 14. Weare agreed , That rhough many 7w pivi:wm. 
godly men ſhould refuſe ro conform, yet thould we Mini. Evarg. 
ſubmit to order ts reaſon.and Law, .nor fuffer- 
ingour ſelves'to bechg 3 6 he hs 
mation of any "mien, *43 X& our ſelves 19 -chtir 
judgement and'wirs , without, queſtioning the-eruth 
of what they, reach', or the lawfuloets, of what they 
etijoyh having'/nor mens | Perſe in admi; ns orb 
ing that they are bee rol F445 

'OProp 15: a Ag At i 1S "bw ul-fox 
iNeate” to Lf Ver Aline iatnak upon. 

fad faulrs of dangerous og: be, dan erous pringi- 
ples ,- knowing that men ug Jac ho 
difobey in'rtns; art'pri 5p Jed foufls neo 
nor lawful for the people 2 
on off neceflary duty, . kowiog' that ef at 


iberty 


_— | 
liberty to pray , preach; &s. with what geſture or 
| they will, yerrctuſing ro pray kneeling, or 
preach in a Surplice. | 

When onr Clergy at the dreadtal D ay, 
O Shall make ao when the 7 udge ſhall ſay 
Give your acco! : what, have my lambs been fed, 
_ ' Gay, dorhey allHtand found ? YG nohe ne hy 
By your defaults ? "Come Shepherds bring t 
n I may crown your labogs in their worth, 
O what an afiſwer will be given by ſome ! 
We have been filenc'd : Canons {true uks dumb ; 
The Great ones would nut let us feed thy flock, 
Unleſs we play'd the foolsand wore a Frock : 
Wewere forbid unleſt wee'd yeeld to fign © 
And croſs their brows, they ſay, mart #f thine. ': 
To fay the truth, great Judge, they. were nor fed, 
Lord, herethey be; bur, Lord, they be all dead. 
Ah cruel ds ! Could your conſcience ſerve 
Not to be fools, and yetto let them ſtarve ? 
What ifyour Fiery ſpiritshad been bound 
js qa ol pre been forc - 
th Peac umes ; yer *d ro feed 
| Your Sevior dear-bought Flock in f fools weed; .{ 
He that was ſcotn'd, revil'd, ec tht Curſe 
Of baſe death, in your behalfs; n 4 {4 
Swalluw'd the cup of wrath charg'dAvp oth? brim; ; - 
Durſt ye not ſtoop to play the fools for Nm ? 


"Prop. 16. Whiteitis faid , That it is wonderful 
 roſee{o itiany men ratiorial and ſober , ro. hazard all 
they have,and refuferhe'way co riſe, which they know 
as wellas orhers, 'We arc agreed, that this is noc 
he firſt rime char men haye ſacrificed their preſent 
- happiacls cothe honor of their way ,. living by faich 
- ntiope of berter times. , It was as hagardous to.op- 
poſe publick Aurhoriry £640. as itis now, yer men 
ventured ir with too good: ſuccels, Alas! they that 
have ſo much wiſdoma, to controul theig. Superiors, 
"may haye fo much wiſdom t00 2510 calt off ſome pre- 
cearadvantage, for 2 furure hope. {, .,, |: 
© Prop. 17. Whiereas men ay, thata general con: 
formity of the Miniſters , would be general ſcandal 
ro 
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to the people. We areagreed, That we are to pleaſe 
the people onely for their good, while things are in 
agiration , its lawful for private men to offer their 
thoughts ,-with the reaſons thereoſ, modeſty and 
meekly, bur after things are once eſtabliſhed, as the 
people muſt ſubmir, ſo the Miniſters ſhould rake 
more care, not todiſobey a Publick Governor, then 
not to offend a priyace people, leaſt while we fear to 
offend one or two private men , we really offend a 
hundred, affront the Magiſtrate, and deſpiſe Authori- 
ty, ne mult rather off.nd others, then fin our lclves, 
we inuſt pay deprs of Juſtice, before debts of Chari- 
ty, devts of Julie in obeying , the Magiſtrate be- 
fore debts of Charity, ig pleaſing our brethren. 

Prop. 18. Whercas ſome ſay, that they could ſub- 
mit to the things, that are etabhfhed, bur that they 
fear the impolitions of more. -We are agreed, That 
we ſhould obey us, for as we may , for peace, and 
quiet, and leave it to God , what may be further im- 
poſed , and let us not ſuffer our obedience to be ſu- | 
perſeded by our fears. ” 

Prop, 19. ; Whereas'its commonly diſcourſed, that . 
if the thiugs now impoſed were neceſſary , why were 
- not they conſtantly practiſed , if not why were they 


Dy. Sander- 


now ſo rigorouſly impoſed. We are agreed , That |" ane 


when for decency order, and Uaiformiries-ſake, any 
Laws are made there, is the ſame neceflity of obeying 
them, as their is, of obcying any other Laws made 
for the good of the Common-wealth, that ſuch ne« 
ceſſity either in the one or the other, ariſcth notim. 
mediately fram the authority of the Lawgiver, bur 
from the Ordinance of God, who hath commanded 
us to obey , the ordinances of man for his ſake, as 
long as there is an ordinance of man concerning them 
is in being. G Prop. 
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Prop, 206, Whereas it offends ſome men, that they 
think that Laws in matters of Religion derogare from 
the ſufficiency of Seripture, and rhe wiſdom-of God, 
who have, they think , without ſuch Conſtitutions, - 
ſufficiently provided for rhe Church of God, we are 
Arel. Fr:ſh @greed, that in ations of common life,as eating,dria- 
out againſt king; &c. and in the circnmRances of religious aQi- 
ay. Jeaneys ONS , We ate left to private or publick reafon and dif- 
ROE Di- cretion, guided by the general rule of the Scripture : 
910 that ah things ſhould be done decently, and in order : 
Mr. Baxters 4 good men before the Word was written, did by 
mm - nature the things contained in the Law. It was che 
Scillingflcer Wiſdom of God that appointed us to ſubmit to the 
lrenicm. wiſdom of 6ur Superiours in the uſe of indifferent 
things, and they derogate from the authority of the 
Scriptute, 'who will not obey them that are to ſer in 
order the things that are wanting ,' according to the 
cuſtoms of the Churches of God, 
Prop.21, Whereas the great offence is,#h4t whet- 
. ſoever us not of faith, is fn : and that men doubt of 
the Iayfulneſs of ſore things, therefore they cannot 
Mr. Dyke of uſt then , we are "agreed : That ordinarily rhere is 
Cmffience- no need of ny nrots warrant for what we do, then 
Look, Torhy this onely ,' that there is not ro our knowledge any 
eviſcretce. -T.aw, either of n#ture or Scripture, againſt them: we 
| aretobtlicve all things indifferent lawful for us ro do 
which te nor by  g5bd evidence of Scripture and 
rexfon, declared unlawftt : and men whoſe Lively- 
hood depends upon it, would do wellro- ſatisfic thetr 
ſcruples about things impoſed, with the ſolemn Con- 
| fideration of this Queſtion : Where i this, and this 


—_ Pprovided that we have not negleRecd to 
inform ' our =o the beſt we could for rhe 
ime paſt, and that we are ever ready withs! to yield 

y our 
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our (clyesto better information for the gime to come* 
and we are ſtrongly ro fulpe@ the Principles and 
Grounds that Conſcience goeth upon, when it put- 
tech us upon the neceſlity , citherot diſobeying Au- 
thority , orof finning againſt our judgement. He 
thar reſteth his conſcience upoa this perſwaſion, thar 
ſo long as he-js unfeignedly deſirous to do for the 
beſt, and hathnor been negligent to uſe all requilice 
diligence to inform himſelf aiight , God will accept 
of his good incentioa thercin, and pardon his error if 
he ſhall be miſtaken in his choice : Let him do whas 
he will, be ſinnath not, x Cor. 9.36. This we are pet- 
ſwaded of , thar our own doubts muſt give place £0 
our Superiors commands, which muſt be obeycd in 
all chings , not manifeſtly contrary to the revealed 
Wil of God : A good conſcieace fearerh not onely 
to uſe this , pr that Ceremony , but feascth alſo to 
diſpbey. ++ $,3; | 


Sea. Particular Expedients , in + dow/«0ig what s 
 enjoyned in the AF of [Uniformity, 

Prop. 1 Whereas weare required to aſſent and 
ſubſci1be, we are agreed that we muſt conſent 1. with 
the heart believing, Rom,10.10, 3. with the mouth 
profeſfing. 3 with the hand ſubſcribing ; Eſ- 44: 5+ 


Theodor. 


Foſh. 24,2+. 2 Kings 23.3.) tothe wholeſom words ,.- 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and #9 the dedFrine which —_— | 


& according to godlineſs. Of which kinde, are the- 
three things to be ſubſcribed to in the aforelaid AR, 
whereof the firſt is : 
| A. B, do here wnftignedly declare my wnftigntd 
conſent fo all, andevery tuning contained and pre- 
{cribed ina Book, Entituled;, The Book of Common 
Prayer, and Adminiſtration of the Sacrameats , => 
G 2 O.NSC 


Mr. Ball ren 
gain} Cann 
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- Other Rites and Ceremonies of the Church of Eng- 


land, according to the uſe of the Church of England y 
together with the Pſalter or Pſalms of David, poin- 
red 4s they are tobe ſaid or ſung in Churches, andthe 
form and mauner of making Prieſts and Deacons. 
Prop. 2. Weareagreed, That a Form of Prayer 
is lawtul, 1. grounded upon the word, Nuwb.6.16, 
Hoſ. 14.1. Math. 6 2. agreeable to the general cu- 
ſtom of the Church wh ch uſcth Liturgies , Liturgy, 


| Fames, _ Chryſoſtom, Liturgy of the Church of 


Scotland, Liturgy of Geneva, the Liturgics oÞthe 
French Churches for the inſtrution of th& ignorant, 
the maintenance of truth, unity and peace ; yea, ac- 
cording to the opinion of the Non-conformiſts Li- - 
turgies a:e lawful z for they compoſed no leſs than 
three in Queen EliF«beths rime, and one fince the 
King came in. . 


Prop.3.Weare agreed, 1 That upon ſearch our Ly- 


- turgy,comes necreſt the primitive ones of any cſtabli- 


Mr, Baxter. 


Baſil, Ep.69. 


id, beginning with Sentences and exhortations ac- 
carding to the Scripture, 2. that the confeſsion is Or- 
thedox, that the Abſolution, the Lords Prayers, the 
Hymns, the Pſalms, the Chapters, Creed, with all 
the _—_— , areſuch as may be allowed by any that 
judge charitably. 

We areagreed , That the people may as well re- 
peate the words of the Prayer after the Miniſters, as 
ſay 4mes after them, to ſtir up their affeions, to 
declare their conſort, to keep up their fervency, ſuis 
quiſque wverbis refppiſcentium profiteatuy , ef preces 
repetat, and repeat the Pſalms as Moſes and Mi- 
rian, Exod. 15.1. and as the Angels anſwer one ano- . 
ther, ſaying, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of S«bbath.. 

Prop. 4+ We are agreed , That the geſtures of 
ſtanding 


ſt:ndingria confeſsion, of kneeling , are our reaſona- 
ble ſervice, and that the veſtures impoſed may be uſed 


Hierom.Ezeb, 


decently according to the rules in Sr, Ferome, di- , "21 
vine Religion harh one kind of habit , wherein to'Pc1. ». g. 
M:niſter before the Lord , and another for ordinary VE «42h 


4 if . . Anioch., T1.5 
uſes belonging to common lite, in this we approve Irſym.Gr.Naz . 


St. Baſils Counſel, Let him that approveth not his 
Governors Ordinances , plainly yet privately ſhew his 
diſlike, if he have a >ey » izvgw according to the true 
will of God , and meaning oftheScripture, or elſe let 
him qulftly with falence, do that which is enjoyned, 
Prop.5. We arcagrecd, .1. Thar we may ſafely 
ſay thaſe words, When thow dideft evercome the (harp- 
neſs of death, virtually at the beginning of the world : 
and aQually in the fullneſs of time, thou dideſt open 
the Kingdom of heaven to all believers, 
- 2» That we may ſafely ſay, God deliver ws from 
ſudden death ; that death when it cometh may give 
us time ith David, Moſes, &c. leiſurely ro cad our 
lives in peace,praying for poſterity,confirming, con- 
forting , and inſtructing our relutions , dying the 
death of the righteous , and having our latter ends 
like his, orif death come ſuddenly we may prepar for 
It in our lives. 

3. That we may ſay, that for our unworthineſs we 
e4nnot 45k, what for the merits of Chriſt we do ask, 
looking inward we are filencedby our fins, looking up- 
ward we ſpeak and prevail. 

4. That we may ſay , © Lord deliver us from all 
adverſity z if ir be poſſible yet reſolving , that wot 
our will, but the will of God be done , in carth aitis 
in heaven, 

5. That we may ſafely pray , that God would have 
mercy #pon 4ll men , when the Apoſtle would have 


ſup- 
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ſupplication to be made for all men , becauſe GBd was wit 
ling that-all men ſhould come to che-knowledge of the truth 
and be ſaved, 1 Tim. 2.3, and our Charity hopeth all things, 
1 Cor. 13.9. Rom.9.3. 10.T. Math. 10,11, 12. Fer. 1y. 1, 

6. That we may ſay,the childe hath al hog it its C4a- 
pable of which are neceſſary to ſalvation, when he is Baptiſed, 

7. That we may ſay according to che Scripeare, Fobn s 243 
chat che Baptized is regenerated of water,and we hope of the 
holy Ghoſt , .if ic die before che Commiition of Atual fin : 
Roms. 5. 12, &c. 

8, That we,may ſay, of any particular perſon , dying in 
the faich chat we bury him in hope of ReſurreRionunts lite, 
by char chariry that hoperh alt rhihgs. | 

Prop. 6, Weare agreed, Toute the croſs and other in- 
nocent Ceremonies , and ancient as fignal marks of Faich, 
Humilicy, Puricy, Courage, and:conſtancy in ſome parts of 
the. worſhip and ſervice of che Chnrch , as nor conferring 
grace , bur as reverential in the ſolemn calling apon Gods | 
name, as decent in Gods publick worſhip,and as inftances of 

| or obedience to ſuperiors in Church and Stare , + comman- 

Mr. Sanders ding things not contrary to _ wotd in faich,. myſteries, 

Church-Gs- and manners, and thereby rewcing rhe nncertainty of ne- 

vernmen.. ceflary circumſtances, (as exne;place ,velſtte,peſture, mea- 
ſure,and manner, to that faxed nnicy aad comilineſs as ſeems , 
co the Church moſt decetc, for the nacare of che Duty,che 
conveniency of the people, and che benury of holinefs, In 

' a word, weare agreed to ſubmir to the eſtabliſhed Licur- 
Sy,as agreeable to the word of God, Foel.2.1 1, Eccl.5. 30. 
«$ agreeable ro the cnſtom of rhe Ancient Churches, as a- 
Fn euſtom of Modern Churches , who retain 
A =ge £0 this clay, asenatt as any of theirs, if compared; 
' and allowed by che foreign Churches, by learned DoRors, 
and. boly Martyzs, who-(ealed ir with their blood, eſpe- 
cially conſidering that we {hall noc be ſo ſtrifily tryed rorhe 

Liturgy, bartthar we may. uſe gur own. Gifts before and af- 

ter Sermion. © at > 9 RI ENTS. I” 

2., Whereas we are obliged inthenext place to declaxe; 
Thar i is hor lawful upon any'pretence whacſpevergro rakes 
Amms avant che Kins; Antrhar we do abhor that cra'te- 

: h J:.:.'9 


pontingy 
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rous of taking Arms by his auchority againſt his Perſon, or 
againſt choſe that are Commiſſionated by Him, 
Prop.1. Weare agreed, That its ſcandalous to our Re- 
ligion, whoſe doQtzine is Obedience. 
2. That its dangerous to our Profeffion, (ſuch pofitions Mr. Manton, 
provoking Rulers to root us our of the earth.) _ Fude, 
3- Tharic is contrary to the profeſſion and praftice of, ,. 
good men in all Ages,whoſs way was prayer and patience. Church-Govern-. 
4- Thar it is contrary to the Scripeure to reſiſt, and that menr, 
whoſoever reſiſteth, *rishis own damnation : 1} «ny kill with Hr. Brinfley of 
the ſword, he ſhall be killed with the ſword : here is the patience Suvjettion. 
of the Saints. 
5+ Thar its orally Jeſuitical for SudjeRs to raiſe 
War againſt their King. 
Prop. 2, We are agreed, That the Scripture provides 
not onely for the ſafery of the Royal Government , bur of 
the Royal Perſon , when we are forbid to deſpiſe Domi- 
nion, to ſpeakevil of Dignities , not to reſiſt che Powers 
ordaimed of God : O its abſurd to follow the Kings perſon 
wich arms in one place,andto preſerve his Authority in an= 
other : miſerable is that Power that cannot prote& che 
Perſon in whom it is. | 
3. Whereas we are obliged in the third place toRe- 
nounce the Covenant : | Ameſus Caſe f 
Prop.1. We are agreed, That an unlawfal Oath cannot conſcience. 
tye us to the performances of it , (becauſe nothing can tye Mr. Downham 
us to fin) but rather to a repentance for it : as a double fin, 4 eva fon 
x. the one, the intention of anevil : 2 the other, ſwearing j, 2,741... 
of it ſo intended. : Biſ op Gaudens 
' . Prop. 2. Weare agreed , Thar the ſolemn League and Analyſis. 
Covenant was unlawful, 1 becauſe it was impoſed contrary eſoop Tailor 
to the Liberty the Subje& bad ſworn in the Proteſtationto.g-7,e 
defend ; to which Liberty, the —_—_— of a new Oath, Conſcientia. 
other then is eſtabliſhed by AR of Parliament, King,Lords 
and Commons, is ſaid in the Pertition.of Right , and in the 
Declarazion of the Lords and Commons, to be COnrarys 
2. Ir Was againſt the conſent of the ſupream Magiſtrate, 
without whom no publick Reſolution can be taken contrary 
10his Government , no morethen we mult allow & childe 
; os 


See My. Jenkins 
on Jvde,uer.6. 


._ (48) 
or ſeryant, to reſolye any thing contrary to the welfare of 
the family where they are , wichout cle facher or maſters 
conſent. 

3. Becauſe it was in the manner of it violent, wherein 
men had uot power over their own will. 

4- Becauſe it was in the matter of it finful; as 1. obliging 
us to things diſorderly beyond our meaſure, co meddle with 
things too high for us : 2. As obliging us to caſt out Epiſco- 
pacy as tyrannical, and the Liturgy as ſuperſticjous: r corhe 
ſcandal of the Papiſt, ro whom the Caule is hereby yielded, 
which our Learned Writers have maintained againſt chem. 
2. Tothe juſtifying them in the ſcorn and reproach of our 
Religion. 3 Toa confeſſion chat the Laws and Puniſhmenes 
made and inflited againſt Papiſts here, are unjuſt, 4. To 
the violation of our own Conſciences, 1. who approved 
boch, as agreeable to the word of God in our fubicriptions 
at our O:dination, and otherwiſe : 2 who ſwore to both in 
our Proteſtation , to defend the true Proteſtant Religion 
expreſſed in the doQrine of the Church of England , and in 
che Oath of Supremacy, 2. who know both to be of Apo- 
ſtolical inſtitution, and of ancient pra&iſe', and ſo owned 
by us,in our ſubſcription tothe 39 Articles. 4. as obliging 
men .to extirpate that,which che Parliament declared chey 
would not aboliſh Rem. 15. Dec. 1641. Decl. 9. Apr. 1642: 


' 5-Unlawful,becauſe obliging us ro what is unpoſlible. 6 Be- 


cauſe , limiting our care of his Majeſty , to the defence of 
true Religion , whereas we mult be loyal co him, let him 
profefs. what Religion he pleaſe. 5. It was unlawful in the 
end of it, which was war, turmult,and ſedition, and the ruine 


of the kingdom, becauſe of hat oath the land mourned,and 


we did mary fad things with Herod , becauſe of che oath. 

Prop. We are agreed, That as if a woman vowed a.yvow to the Lord, 
which her father d.ſſalloweth in the day that he heareth of ir, uor any 
of her bonds, or yowes ſhaltſtand , Num. 30. ſo now we have vowed a 
vow, and the father of our countrey difalloweth it , the vow where- 
with we have bound our ſelfs ſho u[d not ſtand. 

Prop. 4. We agree all herein, viz. Thar the Dangerous poſi-ton 
abovelaid, and the Covenant are of ſuch Aeſperare cenden atifwe 
abjure them nor, as we may be deprived by the ſtatute of Cdnformiry 


Se at for de- ſo we may be proceeded againft as dangerons perſons, by the ſtatutes of 
fence of his treafon , the Kingdom will chink that he that hath a Covenant in his 
Majeſts perſon. heart hath a war there roo, and ſo muſt not onely looſe his employ. 


ment but his proteRion too , as a perſon not onely tobe ſilenced but 
confined roo. 


(.49 ) 


Thus af a-Conference ic was agreed how far we 
ouglit to ſubmit toa Ghriſtian Magiſtrates Authori- 
ry, in marters of Religion, upon ſuch Principles as 
are owned by Mr. Baxter, Mr. Calamy, Mr. Fenkins, 
Mr. Manten, Mr. Crofton, Mit. Edwards, Mr. Caſe, 
Mr. Cary!, and- many others, in print before the 


world. 


Bleſſed is he that condemneth not himſelf in that 
which he alloweth. Rom. 14, 22, a 


